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(54) PRINT SERVER AND ITS OPERATING METHOD 

(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To securely select an emulation mode 
matching each print job by securely recognizing a break 
of the print by a printer when plural computers share 
the printer through a network. 

CONSTITUTION: The print server 8 interposed between 
the printer 1 and network communication media 7 has a 
packet communication with plural clients 2-5 and a file 
server 6 on the network according to respective 
communication protocols. The print server 8 recognizes 
the head of each print job according to the 
communication protocol and informs the printer 1 of the 
recognized head of the print job. The printer 1 once 
informed switches its operation mode to an emulation 
decision mode. When the clients 2-5 and file server 6 
specify a specific emulation mode, the print server 8 
informs the printer 1 at the head of the print job and 
the printer 1 switches the operation mode to the 
specified emulation mode. 
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